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4. WESTFRER HHHE: 2010-02-25
THE 2010-11 Budget/P08

Safety net widens in help for children of poor

The growing role of the internet in education has hit another landmark with the allocation of HK$500
million to help students from low-income families. John Tsang proposed a HK$1,300 subsidy be given to
parents on Comprehensive Social Security Assistance who have children studying in primary or
secondary schools for internet-access charges in the next school year. Families with children eligible for
student financial assistance will get the full subsidy of HK$1,300 per school year or a half subsidy of
HK$650 depending on the outcome of their means test. To help these families further, he has also made
preparations for a nonprofit organization to provide economical internet services and computer hardware.

It is hoped that low-income families can buy software and hardware in interest-free installments and at
cheaper prices. Wong Choi-li, 40, a housewife, applauded the policy, saying it will help relieve her
financial burden as a single parent. As a CSSA recipient receiving about HK$4,190 per month, Wong said
she spent around HK$1,000 on extra curricular activities for her Primary Four son. "I don't want to be a
hindrance to his development, but I am hard-pressed to come up with the cash every month for the
activities. We don't even have money to connect to the internet. The policy helps relieve my financial
burden," she said. Internet Professional Association president Winnie Tang Suk-ming welcomed the relief
measure, saying that computer hardware and technical support are also included in the subsidy plan. But
she hopes the NGO involved will introduce cheaper packages and one-stop services. ~ For example, is it
possible to come up with package that is 50 percent cheaper by limiting the internet access times to
non-peak hours?" Ho Hon-kuen, vice chairman of teachers' group Education Convergence, said he is
worried that the subsidy will further encourage internet addiction.

The financial secretary has also pledged to significantly increase recurrent funding for the After School
Learning and Support Programmes by HK$100 million to HK$175 million to enable schools and
nongovernmental organizations to organize activities for needy students.
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